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Editor’s Note

The following article was originally researched and photographed
in 1979. At that time DT&I was still operating as an independent
railroad. Three railroads - Chessie System, Norfolk and Western,
and Grand Trunk Western were interested in acquiring the
DT&I. Grand Trunk Western finally won the fight and the deal
was consummated with DT&I parent Pennco in 1980.

Any article on the current operations of a railroad can become
outdated almost overnight. When merger forces enter into the
picture the changes can come even more quickly. Many phases of
DT&I operations have changed as a result of the merger in the
last two years as might be expected. This article, then, is a
representation of the current operations of the DT&l in its last
vear of independent operations. No effort will be made to include
all the changes that have occurred since 1979 although some of

the more prominent ones will be noted.

Orange geeps, colorful freight cars, prestressed catenary
arches, and Henry Ford. All these items bring only one railroad to
mind - the Detroit, Toledo and Ironton: a 464-mile North/South,
Ohio - Michigan carrier. A carrier that interchanges with over a
dozen other railroads in its two state system - a fact that was
epitomized by the road’s “We have the Connections” slogan
painted proudly on all freight and caboose cars. And although that
message is no longer bill-boarded on Company equipment, one
need only stand by the mainline in Northern Ohio or Southern
Michigan for a short time to realize that the DT&I!'s freight
business with its “Connections” is really booming.

As its name implies, one would suspect that the DT&! would
maintain a large classification yard in Detroit from where its high
iron would stretch to the nextimportant terminal at Toledo before

= continuing to its final namesake at Ironton.

Opposite - Southbound DC-9 approaches Maitland Tower
in March, 1979.

Names can be deceiving, however, and such is the case with the
DT&I's. The road no longer maintains any trackage in Detroit.
The major northern classification yard is found not in Detroit but
17 miles south at Flat Rock. Toledo is reached only via trackage
rights with ex-partner Ann Arbor for a distance of 17.5 miles. The
southernmost terminal for the bulk of the road’s freight is with its
connections in the greater Cincinnati area. Ironton is serviced only
by a one-train-per-week-day local using a single unit and traveling
over 25 miles-per-hour branch line track. Such is the modern-day
DT&I system.

The railroad once known as Henry Ford’s road is currently (in
1979) engaged in merger talks which appear to be headed for a
Grand Trunk Western/DT&I marriage. The future independent
operation of the road is at this time (1979) uncertain. It is therefore
both appropriate and timely to take a look at the road that Henry
Ford once salvaged from bankruptcy and turned into a most
classy and profitable business venture. (Update: In 1980 merger
between GTW and DT&I was consummated with GTW
paving DT&I parent Pennco $25.2-million.)
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Although the DT&I's corporate headquarters is located at One
Parklane Boulevard in nearby Dearborn, Michigan, the nucleus of
day to day operations of the DT&I stems out of the large, modern
Flat Rock, Michigan, complex on the northeast side of the town of
Flat Rock (population 5643).

The sprawling Flat Rock yards consist of the diesel shops,
roundhouse, turntable, (the only one maintained by the road)
hump classification yard, trim yards, operations building, car
repair facility, engine docks, and track supplies stock area. To
examine Flat Rock’s beginning as the focal point of operations it is
necessary to turn back the clock of time nearly 60 years to the
Ford era.

Henry Ford acquired the DT&I in the summer of 1920 and
immediately set about to make improvements to the railroad. In
addition to a general clean-up crusade over the system, two new

Below - Found switching the south side of Flat Rock Yardin
May, 1979 were GP-9 #989 and one of the units that helped
displace 989’s sisters on DT&/I’s locomotive roster - GP-38
#202.
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corporations were formed to construct additional facilities for the
road. One of these new corporations was the Ford Transportation
Company.

The Ford Transportation Company was incorporated in June of
1923 with the purpose of building the large Flat Rock Yard. When
the yard was finally completed it consisted of approximately 25
miles of track, track scales, a water station, and car repair
facilities. Over the years many additions and improvements have
been added to the yard to modernize its operations and handle the
increased traffic generated by the line and the expanding auto-
mobile business.

Today, the modern yard, as it has been stated before, is the
main focal point on the system. To the South stretches the trunk
line into OChio and the southern gateway beyond. On the east end
of the yard is D&I Junction separated from the yard by an Inter-
state 75 overpass.

D&I Junction serves as the separating point for the road’s two
northern stems. The D&I Branch runs North to the Rouge Yard
adjacent to the Ford Motor Company’s River Rouge plant. The
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eastern of the two stems leaving D&I Junction and runs due east
then swings north through Trenton, Wyandotte, and finally to
South Yard at Ecorse. Let’s take a more detailed look at the two
north stems from D&I Junction North.

MAIN LINE - NORTH

The original main line is the eastern most of the two stems that
run north from D&I-Junction. It runs due east for two miles before
gradually curving northward behind the Trenton Chrysler Engine
plant to parallel the West side of Conrail’s Toledo Branch and the
Detroit & Toledo Shore Line

At “FN” tower the DT&I crosses over Conrail to become the
easternmost of the several parallel tracks while the D&TSL
simultaneously crosses over to become the western most of the
parallel tracks. In effect the two roads just change sides while
Conrail stays in the middle.

The road continues north from Trenton paralleling Conrail and
D&TSL routes for 6.3-miles passing through Riverview and enter-
ing Wyandotte, Michigan. At Mill Street a connecting track is
maintained which allows DT&I trains to travel north over the
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tracks of Conrail. Just north of Mill Street the line swings
northeast leaving the Conrail and D&TSL tracks and crosses over
West Jefferson Avenue entering the industrial river frontage in
Ecorse.

The road maintains a small switching/transfer/storage yard
known as South Yard at the south end of the river front industrial
complex. The yard is located adjacent to the bustling Great Lakes
Steel plant.

The track continues northward for another 1.5-miles passing
the Detroit Edison’s River Rouge power plant, where the Detroit
Edison unit coal trains are delivered before the line finally ends at
milepost 1.7 “Shortcut Bridge”.

About 1975 the DT&I sold the trackage from milepost 1.7 north
to the end of the line at milepost 0 to the Delray Connecting
Railroad. This line ran across “Short cut channel” on a draw
bridge, crossed north and then veered northwest across Zug

Below - Interpool #1602 was on lease to the DT&I in 1979
and was assigned to switching duties at Flat Rock.
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Foreign power is not immune to Flat Rock as evidenced by
a pair of Conrail units idling outside the shops in the Below - Five different makes of locomotives idle under the
presence of DT&I power. sanding tower at the Flat Rock, Ml engine docks on 6/30/79. _
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] : Left - An SD-38 and GP-38 wait to get into the Flat Rock
T . , : Diesel Shops in May, 1979. #207 obviously needs a little
- : - - S . body attention.
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B ' R The 2,000 horses inside #252’s body are harnessed to work
- o } cLRE LT the Flat rock hump in 1979.
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SD-38 #252 shoves up the hump ever so deliberately as
sister unit 251 returns to the yard on a flat track for another
cut of cars in May, 1979.
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For a railroad that had just over 3200 revenue freightcars in
service, it is a strong bet that the DT&| had a greater
percentage of the high cube boxcars than any other railroad.
According to a 1981 car registry, the DT&l had 703 of the
jumbo box cars represented by the opposite photo. According
to our calculations, that is over 20% of the entire fleet of !
DT&l's equipment.
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It’s a rainy night in Flat Rock where GP-40’s #419 and 416 are bedded down for

maintenance inside the diesel shops.

Island before crossing “Old Channel” on a swing type bridge and
running to West End Avenue, M.P. 0, in Detroit. “Old Channel” is
the original channel of the Rouge River. “Short Cut Channel” as its
name implies was constructed to provide a quicker connection
between the Rouge River and the Detroit River. The construction
of this short cut channel left a small piece of real estate bordered
by the Detroit River and the Rouge River which became Zug
Island. Both of the bridges on the line were sold to the Great Lakes
Steel Corporation, owner of the DCRR. The entire length of the
line from Short Cut south to D&I Junction is just 13.5 miles.

Much interesting power abounds along the old main line. The
Delray Connecting Railroad has four Alco switchers, Detroit
Edison’s River Rouge power plant has an EMD SW900, Great
Lakes Steel has a big fleet of EMD switchers, and Wyandotte
Terminal has several Baldwins and Alcos. Also in Wyandotte is the
Wyandotte Southern with a new GE 110T center cab unit, and not
to be overlooked the Pennwalt plant has a fireless cooker in bi-
centenial livery.

The old main line is also host to many interesting trains. The
largest has to be the Detroit Edison unit coal train which is run
between the L&N yards in Decoursey, Kentucky and the Detroit

22

Edison’s River Rouge Power plant. The Dixie Queen runs out of
Flat Rock yard on the old main line to Mill Street in Ecorse. There
the train gets on the Conrail’s Toledo Branch and runs north
through Conrail’s River Rouge Yard, across the Rouge River on
the Conrail drawbridge, past Delray tower and joins the Conrail
Buffalo-Chicago main line at West Detroit tower in Detroit. The
Queen passes Michigan Central Terminal where the Amtrak
trains run and plunges into the Detroit River tunnel for the seven
minute run to Canada. In Windsor, Ontario, just past Conrail’s
Windsor Depot, the Queen swings off the main line onto a loop
track to the Essex Terminal Railroad main then onto another
connecting track into the Canadian Pacific’s Windsor yard.

Another long interchange run is made to Grand Trunk
Western’s East Yard in Ferndale, Michigan. This interchange run
is rotated between the DT&I and GTW every four months. When
the DT&I has the run, their train, GT-2 leaves Flat Rock Yard in
the morning and travels over the old main line to Mill Street in
Ecorse. At Mill Street, GT-2 leaves the DT&I main and gets on

Conrail’s Toledo Branch for the run to West Detroit interlocking.

At West Detroit, GT-2 crosses Conrail’s Buffalo-Chicago main
line and gets on the Mackinaw Branch. Just North of Michigan
Avenue at CP Vinewood, GT-2 uses the connection track
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A northbound puller, . RS Lo
powered by GP-38 #203, SRE S
travels under Henry Ford’s v LA T RN EE
catenary arches at Taylor, R ot e
Ml in June, 1979. oL B D
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between Conrail and the GTW to get onto GTW’s Mt. Clemens Foreign line trains operating on the DT&I line include the trains
Subdivision to continue its crosstown run. At Milwaukee of Great Lakes Steel Corporation consisting of hot metal cars
Junction, GT-2 formerly turned North onto GTW’s Holly which run from Short Cut bridge south to South Yard. Wyandotte
Subdivision to go to Ferndale Yard but starting in late 1978, GT-2 Terminal trains also travel over DT&I tracks from Mile Post 6.3 to
stayed on the Mt. Clemens Subdivision crossing the Holly the north end of Ford Yard (M.P. 8.2) in Wyandotte.
Subdivision at Milwaukee Junction and continuing for about a mile
to East Yard in Hamtramck. After making its interchange, GT-2
becomes GT-3 retracing its route back to Flat Rock. When the
Grand Trunk Western has the run, their train normally comes out The Dearborn BranCh
of East Yard but will, upon occasion, come out of Ferndale Yard. When Henry Ford took control of the ailing DT&I Railroad in
The GTW train has no name or number but is called either the 6:30 1920 he organized two subsidiary corporations. One of these was
all purpose or DT] transfer. the Detroit and Ironton Railroad Company which was established
with the purpose of building, in 1923, a double track rail line from
Other trains on the old main line include runs to Trenton (coal the Ford Motor Company’s River Rouge Plant in Dearborn,
7. and coke for McLouth Steel in N&W hoppers), Ford Yard in Michigan 13.5 miles south to a connection with the existing DT&I
Wyandotte (chemicals for BASF-Wyandotte and Penwalt), and Railroad at a point just east of the Flat Rock yard which became
South Yard in Ecorse (cars for Great Lakes Steel and Allied known as D&l Junction. By constructing this line, which the
Chemicals). Runs are also made north from South Yard for inter- railroad referred to as the Dearborn Branch, Henry Ford
change with the Delray Connecting Railroad on Zug Island. established a direct transportation system for shipping finished

23



Right - Prestressed catenary arches I
dating back to the Henry Ford era
stretch over four tracks for a short

section just north of route 39 in Allen

Park, MI. The Conrail caboose is
bringing up the markers on a north-
bound DT&I puller on June 30, 1979.
The four tracks from Left to Right are
the southbound and northbound
Dearborn Branch mains, and two inter- -
change tracks with the Norfolk and :
Western at Oakwood Junction.

goods from the River Rouge plant as well as for the receival of raw
materials for use at the plant.

Also of significance on the Dearborn Branch was the form of
power that would be used to power the trains for this was the
section of the railroad that the great auto maker had singled out to
begin a truly unique experiment on.

The Dearborn Branch was the scene of Henry Ford’s great
electrification project. His unique design of prestressed catenary
arches lined the double track iron of the Dearborn Branch
supporting the overhead catenary which would transmit the
power that would run the road’s two custom built electric locomo-
tives that would work in hauling tonnage between Ford’s River
Rouge plant and the new classification yard at Flat Rock. Ford,
fascinated with the prospects of rail electrification, envisioned an

24

. Left - DT&I GP-9 #986 is holding
I company at the River Rouge Yard
Office with extended vision cupola
K caboose 141 on 6/30/79. The 140-series
cabs were manufactured for the DT&I

by the International Car Co. in 1973.

electric railroad running at least to Toledo and possibly farther.
His enthusiasm later subsided, however, and the original
Dearborn Branch electrification was never extended south of Flat
Rock. The prestressed arches were installed as far south as
Carleton, Michigan 6 miles south of Flat Rock and the prestressed
foundations can be seen today dotting the right of way almost to
Diann Tower nearly forty miles from Dearborn.

In June of 1929 Henry Ford sold his interests in the DT&I to the
Penroad Corporation which subsequently dismantled the
electrification system and retired the two electric locomotives in
1930. A look at the Dearborn Branch as it exists today can best be
accomplished by starting at D&I Junction on the south end of the
line.

D&I Junction is located just to the east of the I-75 overpass in
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Symbol freight DS-3 with lead unit 1776 still in its Bicentenial livery (it has since been
repainted and renumbered to 228) rolls past one of the few remaining remnants of the
great electrification project still evident south of Flat Rock. The location is Carleton,
MI, and the old pole survived to serve double duty as a signal post. Note the old DT&I
herald on the phone box. That emblem was superceded by the DT&I’s compass
emblem about 1954.
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Woodhaven, Michigan. Four tracks extend for a hundred or so
yards from the northeast end of Flat Rock yard to D&I Junction.
At the junction one track continues due east (the original main
line) and three tracks veer north to start the Dearborn Branch.
The three tracks quickly reduce to two and the line passes the
Mobil Oil Plant. The plant receives tank cars loaded with oil
additives and ships out bulk grease. The DT&l line next passes by
Ford’s Woodhaven Stamping Plant which the DT&I services. The
double track line continues north to Fordhaven a distance of 2.3
miles north of D&I Junction. The line, although originally double
tracked, has since been reduced to a single main although the
second track is still present and used as a storage siding in places.

At King Road the DT&I maintains a piggyback facility which the
sign along the road identifies as “Brownstown Fordhaven
Piggyback”. The yard has a small office building and a large
parking lot for pig trailers. The concrete foundations for Henry
Ford’s arches are still visible along the line at this point although
the arches have long since been removed. Just to the north of the
pig park is Sibley Road. A bumper puts an end to the West track of
the two track line and only a single line extends to the North.

Below - GP-35 #351 returns northbound to Flat Rock yard
with a work train in tow dfter a day of ballast duty. The
engineer is about to grab the orders from the operator at
Diann Tower in May of 1979.
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About one mile north the line crosses Pennsylvania Avenue and .2-
of a mile north of the crossing the old West track comes back into
play as Pennford Siding, used as a storage siding. This also marks
the start of the overhead arches that are still present, standing the
same as they have been for over a half a Century. Nine of the
arches extend northward until broken by the construction to build
the Eureka Road underpass and the I-75 overpass that crosses
over the DT&I just north of the Eureka Road under pass.

On the North side of the Interstate crossing the arches begin
again and after three arches is located Penford Tower. This is a
Conrail tower and DT&I trains run into Conrail’s Lincoln Yard
from this point and Conrail trains make setouts on Penford siding
for the DT&I.

The single track of the Dearborn Branch continues north under
arches to milepost 9.2, Park. Park is located just north of
Champaign Street in Allen Park and is where the single track of the
branch becomes double track for the completion of the line into
Rouge Yard.

North of Champaign Street the double track line crosses over
route 39, Southfield Road. On the north side of the overpass the
double track arches become four-track arches. One arch spans
the two tracks on the west and another arch spans the two tracks




on the east. Both arches are supported by a common center post.
The two tracks on the west side are the running tracks while the
two tracks on the east are storage sidings. Just north is Oakwood
Junction where the rails of the N&W cross the DT&I]. At
Oakwood Avenue the overhead arches end and do not extend any
farther north having previously been removed.

2.2 miles north of the Norfolk and Western crossing at
Oakwood Junction is Schaefer Tower. This is a Conrail tower built
by the D&l Railroad when the branch was originally constructed.
The Conrail operator and the DT&I's Rouge yardmaster are
located on the second floor while the yard clerks occupy their
desks on the first floor. One tenth of a mile north of the tower/yard
office is the Rouge Yard, separated from the tower/yard office by
the Schaefer Highway underpass. When they’re not in use the
pullers that traverse the Dearborn Branch can be found idling
adjacent to the building with their cabooses.

Two and three tenths miles north of the Rouge Yard the line
finally ends at Fordson. At Fordson the DT&I interchanges with
the Chesapeake & Ohio, Conrail, and the Detroit Terminal.

Trains running on the Dearborn Branch include: the DT&I’s
piggyback train, the “Railblazer,” which originates on the line at
the pig vard at milepost 2.5. Pullers travel between Flat Rock yard

i‘l

and the yard at River Rouge. The pullers interchange with the
N&W at Oakwood Junction and do interchange work at Penford.
Runs out of Rouge Yard interchange with the C&O, Conrail, and
Detroit Terminal at Fordson to the North. DT&I trains also run
into Conrail’s Lincoln Yard from Flat Rock.

Flat Rock - South

The railroad travels southwest from Flat Rock in a straight line
running for 6.3 miles to Carleton where a brick tower protects the
DT&I/C&O diamond. Carleton marks the southernmost
installation of Henry Ford’s overhead prestressed catenary
arches. The arches have long since been removed but an
occasional remnant remains serving as a signal post or telephone
pole. One such pole is located just west of the C&Q’s crossing at
Carleton serving as a fixture to hold a unique circular-DT&I metal
phone box with the old style DT&I emblem embossed into the
phone box door. The pole also holds the signal that protects the
diamond crossing.

Below - Painted silver, a DT&I water tower stands gquard
over the old watering station at Metamora, Ohio located
right on the Ohio-Michigan border as southbound DL-1
with a pair of SD-38 units heads for Delta, Ohio in May,
1979.
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DC-9 bound for Cincinnati and lead by GP-38 205 and two other units crosses the
double track bridge over the Maumee River near Napoleon, Ohio on 7/1/79.
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Above - In May, 1979, southbound DS-3 was found working
the yard at Malinta, Ohio before resuming the journey to
Lima.

It should be noted at this point that the DT&I’s main from Flat
Rock yard south to Huron, a distance of four miles, is double
tracked. A traffic control system then protects the line from Huron
south to Diann Tower, 20.6 miles.

The line continues from Carleton on its straight trek through the
small communities of Scofield and Maybee until reaching Steward
Road. At Steward Road, some 18 odd miles south of Flat Rock, the
southern most signs of Henry Ford’s great electrification project
are still evident in the form of the large support foundations with
four protruding bolt studs pointing skywardly ever patiently ready
to accept the installation of the prestressed support structures
and arches - an installation that would never come.

A slight curve in the line at Steward Road gives the rails a more
southerly trajectory as they continue southwest crossing over the
Raisin River on a very picturesque little concrete viaduct before
arriving at Diann Tower.

Diann Tower is located a couple miles southeast of Dundee,

7, Michigan, and bears its name from the two railroads that clatter

across its diamond, the DT&I and the Ann Arbor Railroads. Itis at
this point that current day DT&I trains bound for Toledo leave the
high iron of the mother road and enter upon the tracks of former
partner Ann Arbor for the balance of the journey to Toledo.

Diann Tower is a very neat looking, modern little tower
with brick exterior and a unique tile roof and is crammed full of
sophisticated electronic surveillance equipment including a
centralized traffic control panel, hot box detector with strip chart,
etc. A small interchange yard is also located adjacent to the Diann
facility where set-offs and pick-ups can be made by DT&I and Ann
Arbor crews.

It has already been noted that when Henry Ford took control
over the railroad in 1920 he formed two new related corporations.
One was charged with constructing the Flat Rock yard and the
other with building two new extensions. One extension, named
the Dearborn Branch, ran from D&I Junction north. The other
extension was a major main line relocation project constructed
between 1925 and 1929, Its purpose was to provide a straight line
cut off to eliminate the old circuitous route via Tecumseh and
Napoleon.

The new main line when completed stretched for some fifty odd
miles between Diann and Malinta, Ohio. Some of the more notable
landmarks on the line include a watering station built at Metamora,
Ohio, (virtually straddling the Ohio-Michigan border), the amazing
man made “Delta Hill”, and the long double track viaduct bridge
built over the Maumee River just east of Napoleon, Ohio.

Continuing the look at the DT&I from Diann Tower south one
finds Petersburg located next on the line three and six-tenths miles
southwest of Diann Tower.

{Part 1l - to be continued next month) 29



“wd o i bo !




Petersburg

The main line of the DT&I doesn’t actually run through the
community of Petersburg but rather skirts about a mile southeast
of it. At one time Petersburg was the junction point of DT&I’s
Toledo Branch but after trackage rights were secured over the
Ann Arbor Railroad, the tracks of the DT&I’s Toledo Branch were
removed. Today it is difficult to tell there was once even a junction
at Petersburg. There is still a passing siding located there capable
of holding 145 50’ cars. Just to the south of Petersburg the railroad
has recently installed a few miles of welded rail.

by
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Above - DC-9 with GP-40 #409 is about to enter the tracks of the B&O at “XN”
tower just south of Leipsic, Ohio.



( TOLEDO BRANCH )

in 1931 the DT&I purchased the Toledo-Detroit
Railroad stretching from Toledo northwest to Dundee,
Michigan. The line had previously been controlled by the
J». DT&I, through stock ownership, since 1916. When
Henry Ford completed his mainline relocation project in
1929 the line from Petersburg to Toledo became the
Toledo Branch.

The Toledo Branch stretched southeast from Peters-
burg through Lambertville, crossed the Ohio border and
finally ended at the DT&I yard 16.6 miles later. Some-
time in the late sixties the line was abandoned and the
track later removed from Petersburg to just south of
Sylvania Alexis Road in northern Toledo. The road then
obtained trackage rights for 17.5 miles over the almost
parallel Ann Arbor Railroad from Diann Tower
southeast to the Ann Arbor’s Ottawa Yard in northern
Toledo. DT&lI's Temperance Yard is then reached via 2.9
miles of Toledo Terminal trackage. The road maintains
no yard engines in Toledo for switching, relying on the
Toledo Terminal for the interchange work and the
DT&l's own road power for any other switching
activities. The road trains are operated between Toledo
and the major yard at Flat Rock.

The line crosses the state boundary and enters the
Buckeye state at Metamora. Here the road has another
passing siding and boasts an old DT&| watering hole
complete with lake, building, and a classic DT&I style
water tower, all still intact. The road’s design of water
towers was unique and attractive and at least five of the
all steel towers still stand. The one at Metamora
however, is painted silver as contrasted with the black
™. paint that adorns the other structures. J

&
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As the line leaves Metamora it is still cutting diagonally across
the state of Ohio but that quickly changes just to the south of town
as the line adopts a near perfect north-south attitude and begins
the climb up “Delta Hill”.

Delta Hill

Delta Hillis a man-made fill that stretches over six miles in length
and elevates the DT&I single track main over a dozen roads as
well as the main line of Conrail (ex-New York Central) and the
Norfolk and Western (ex-Wabash).

Delta Hill or simply “The Hill” as referred to by some crews is a
spectacle to observe as it contrasts markedly with the otherwise
table top flatness of the northern Ohio terrain, The steep grades
leading up both sides of the hill take their toll quickly on fast
moving freights which are moving at no more than a crawl as they
cross the East-West main of Conrail at the summit. Also located at
the top of the hill is a passing siding capable of holding 138 cars of
50’ length. If this isn’t enough, to complicate matters the DT&!
maintains a small 5 track interchange yard parallel to the Conrail

Above - An SD-38 and GP-38 are stopped on the passing siding at Ottawa, Ohio
as a northbound B&O grain train with an original Chessie unit (extralarge cab
initials and silver trucks) blows by at 50-mph.
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Above - Coal bound for the Detroit Edison plant near Detroit is carried high
over the Great Miami River north of Quincy, Ohio in May of 1979.
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Above - A trio of GP-40’s captured crossing “Mosquito Lake Trestle” in May,
1979. Below - Five units power northbound unit coal train DE-74 on “Mosquito
Lake Fill” north of St. Paris, Ohio in May of 1979.
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line just to the west of the hill. Interchange is also possible with the
N&W via a connecting track on the far west side of Delta yard. To
get to Delta yard the DT&I has a connecting track that takes off
the main at the south end of the passing siding on the hill and drops
down the west side of the hill, makes a sharp 90-degree bend and
enters the yard.

The yard is normally worked by one of the DL trains. To gain a
better perspective let’s take a look at a typical operation at Delta.

Below - Freshly scrubbed lead unit 403 is about to
relinquish that position to filthy dirty 208 being added to the
consist by a Springfield hostler as the Flat Rock crew heads
for the Maitland crew building. The trainis DC-9 bound for
the Decoursey vards of the L&N. Date: 5/79.

4

va

10

Train DL-1 has been dispatched south from Flat Rock to
interchange at Delta yard. Power for the runis a pair of SD-38’s. At
Petersburg northbound SD-4 informed the crew of southbound
DL-1 by radio that two cars had been left on the south end of the
passing siding on the hill. DL-1 waits in the passing siding »*
Petersburg for northbound SD-4 to pass then proceeds out of t

siding and onto the main for the run south to Delta yard. Upon
arrival at the hill DL-1 travels to the south end of the hill where the
switch is thrown and the entire train is shoved, caboose first, down
the west side of the hill toward the sharp bend that leads to the
yard. After clearing the main the two SD-38’s return to the passing
siding to retrieve the two cars left there by northbound SD-4.
These two cars are added to the consist of DL-1 and the whole
train is then shoved down the hill around the 90-degree bend, the
caboose is kicked off and the remaining cars are shoved in the

Y
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Above - Northbound JD-4 shown crossing the Conrail diamond at Maitland
tower with coal received from the Norfolk and Western at Waverly, Ohio. The
lead unit GP-40 is trailed by a rare SD-38. When this photo was taken in April,
1979 six axle units seldom ran south of Lima. In less than two months the tower
would be gone. Below - DT&l units idle between assignments on the three track
Springfield diesel docks on 6/24/79. This facility was abandoned and the tracks
removed when the new engine facility was opened at “Junction.”
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Right - The skies are threatening overhead in late
March, 1979 as lead unit 208, equipped with a new
™t of “flying saucer” spark arrestors rolls north-
ound across the Conrail diamond at South
Charleston, Ohio bound for Springfield.

receiving track. The caboose is then tacked on the rear of the
outgoing cut, the engines are run around to the far west side of the
yard and the out-going train is then shoved, caboose first, back
around the 90-degree bend and up the stiff grade to rejoin the main
line on top of the hill. The two SD-38’s, whose train is now stopped
on the steep northbound main, give a hearty heave-ho to get train
LD-2 moving for the return trip to Flat Rock.

The single track main line continues south from Delta Hill and
crosses the Maumee River 10 miles down the line on a double
track viaduct bridge. Although the bridge was built as a double
track structure, one of the two tracks, the east track, is a passing
siding used only to store cars on. Located on the south bank of the
river is another of the DT&I's classic steel water towers and
accompanying brick pump house with red tile roof. Five miles
south of the river crossing is the DT&I's Malinta yard.

- Malinta

Malinta has a north siding, a south siding and six track yard. The
yard is worked by main line jobs as well as the Tecumseh branch
locals as the Tecumseh branch leaves the main line just south of
the yard.

FLEER

Left - Southbound DJ-1 eases through Washington
Court House, Ohio on a quiet Sunday morning in
June 1979. The office is typical of the well kept
company property.

Seven miles farther south is the small town of Hamler where the
DT&I crosses and interchanges with the double track mainline of
the Baltimore & Ohio’s Akron Division. Located also at Hamler is
the B&QO’s “HM” Tower which controls the interlocking and is
manned 24 hours a day.

Continuing another 10 miles south the DT&I enters Leipsic
(pronounced lip-sick) and crosses over the N&W mainline at
Leipsic tower. {Leipsic tower was closed on March 10, 1980 and
the diamond is now controlled by the N&W dispatcher at Fort
Wayne, Indiana.) One mile south of town the road joins the B&O’s
Third District of the Western Division’s Toledo Subdivision at
“XN” tower. There is no longer any tower located here however
and the switch is power controlled from the B&O at Deshler,
Ohio. The DT&I runs the next 20.7 miles south on the continuous
welded rail of the Baltimore & Ohio. The DT&I once maintained
its own line parallel to the B&O tracks but that was abandoned
and the rail removed once the trackage rights over the B&O were
approved. The DT&I does however maintain their
communications lines along the old right of way. At Ottawa the
DT&I still uses a four mile stretch of track which runs around the
east side of town to serve localindustries on the line. This has been
designated as the Ottawa Industrial Loop. The Ottawa Industrial

13
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Four GP-40’s power SJ-1 southbound just south of
Washington Court House, Ohio in June of 1979.

Loop is normally worked by one of the MD trains.

The DT&I continues south from Ottawa on the B&O main to
the north side of Lima. Here at aptly named “DT&I Junction” the
road gets back to its own rails for the short two mile journey to
Ford Park the name of the DT&I’s Lima yard.

[ ]
Lima

The DT&I’s line through Lima stays on the far east side of the
city and the freight yard is located on the far northeast side of the
city adjacent to the local Ford plant. The freight yard is a small yard
with relatively modern office building. No engine facilities are
maintained at the yard and the normal power for work at the yard
is one GP-35 (now a GP-38). Occasionally two of the road’s GP-
35’s (GP-38’s) can be found at the yard if business justifies. DT&I
interchanges at Lima with the Chessie, Norfolk and Western,
Conrail, and the Spencerville & Elgin via Conrail at the ex-EL yard.

The DT&I continues south from Lima through Uniopolis and
Jackson Center and crosses a massive steel trestle bridge which
carries the line high above the Miami River and into the small town
of Quincy. Quincy is the site of many meets as it has a passing
siding in exces of one mile in length. The road also crosses the
double track line of Conrail at Quincy and the interlocking is
protected by Morgan tower on Conrail (known as Quincy tower
on the DT&I).

14

Farther south the line brushes the east edge of the State of
Ohio’s large Kiser Lake and State Park and then is carried across
the bottom land on healthy “Mosquito Lake Fill” and “Mosquito
Lake Trestle”. The DT&I then runs through the small town of St.
Paris where another crossing with Conrail is made, this time with
DT&I utilizing an underpass under the right of way of Conrail. The
trackage then cuts diagonally in a southeast direction and enters
Tremont city - site of another large passing siding the likes of which
are obviously necessary on the single track of the DT&I.

From Tremont City the line assumes a direct north-south
attitude for the remaining five mile jaunt into Maitland.

Maitland

Maitland is a crew change point on Cincinnati-bound trains that
use the Maitland connection with Conrail and do not run through
Springfield. Flat Rock crews, under normal conditions, operate
the trains between Flat Rock and Maitland/Springfield. Springfield
crews take over either at Maitland or Springfield for the outbound
runs either on the Cincinnati lines or the Jackson line. About a
mile north of the Conrail connection with the DT&I at Maitland
the road maintains a small leased crew building. Trains stop at the
route 41 overpass where the crew change for Cincinnati destir
tion trains takes place. Trains not using the Maitland connectice
make their crew change at “Junction.”

A mile south of the crew building the actual crossing of Conrail
takes place. The crossing was controlled by a Conrail tower until it



was closed on March 1, 1979, and razed in late May of the same
year. The interlocking is now controlled by the Conrail from
Reading road in Cincinnati. (Now controlled from Stella Court -
the Conrail dispatching office for the Columbus Division.)

—

A connecting track built at Maitland allows trains of the DT &I to
get on Conrail tracks at Maitland for the trips to and from the
Cincinnati destinations alleviating the necessity of the trains
having to go through Springfield and utilize the longer mileage
connection at South Charleston.

Trains staying on the DT&I line trave! seven miles across the
northern edge of the city of Springfield, make a 90-degree bend
and continue south on the east side of Springfield to the road’s
yard known as “Junction”.

L) *
Springfield
The Springfield yard is a north-south yard where the DT&I also
has their yard offices, caboose track, crew quarters, and three bay
enclosed car repair facility. There is also a wye track located at
Junction, the west leg of which leads about a mile uptown to the
west and the location of the DT&I’s Springfield engine docks.

Right - Southbound SJ-1 cuts through the early
morning fog crossing the Paint Creek bridge at
Greenfield, Ohio, 4/79. The depot in the upper left
corner is being refurbished.

Below - Early Spring fishermen pause to observe
northbound JD-4 rolling across the Paint Creek
bridge at Greenfield, Ohio 4/79.
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Aside from the single unit that is normally assigned to work the
yard at Springfield, either a GP-38 or GP-40, the remainder of the
road power is kept at the dock. The facilities at the dock consist of
three parallel servicing tracks and accompanying sand and fuel
facilities. A small metal office building is the only structure at the
dock. Anywhere from two to ten units can normally be found at
the Springfield dock with the normal average being six units.
(Update: On March 1, 1980 a new DT&I engine facility was
put into use at Springfield. The new facility is located
adjacent to the vard and car shops building alleviating the
necessity to run units uptown as was the case with the old
facility. A new two track, metal engine building is the high-
light of the new facility with an additonal third track outside.
A formal dedication ceremony was held on April 18th with
DT&I President R.A. Sharp and staff in attendance as well
as Mayor Roger Baker, City Manager Thomas Bay and
about 150 onlookers.)

Located also at Junction is a large steel water tower of typical
DT&I heritage as well as a mammouth concrete coaling tower - the
only remaining remnants of the steam era and the only remaining
coal tower on the entire DT&I system.

From Junction the DT&I main traverses diagonally in a
southeast direction four and a half miles to South Charleston.

South Charleston

"South Charleston is the sight of the original connection with
Conrail when trackage rights were approved to allow the DT&l to
run over Conrail to Cincinnation April 1, 1976. The DT &I still use
the South Charleston connection with Conrail when traffic @
exceptionally heavy on the Maitland line or when a derailment
occurs on the Maitland line. The connection at South Charleston
is also used for those Cincinnati trains which must make pickups
and setouts in the DT&I yard at Junction.

The road’s old depot still stands at South Charleston and has
recently been given a fresh coat of Station Gray paint, although it
is now used only as a storage building.

The only customer the DT&I has at South Charleston is a grain
elevator owned and operated by Landmark. The switching
activities around the elevator are handled by one of Landmark’s
three hyrail trackmobiles.

A second grain elevator is located adjacent to the DT&I main at
South Solon and a third is located near the main at Jeffersonville.
A small yellow industrial engine is used to switch the Jeffersonville
elevators. (Update: In December of 1980 an additional black
and silver 44-ton locomotive was spotted also switching the

Below - GP-40 409 heads a southbound train through the route 50 bridge near

Bainbridge, Ohio in April, 1979.
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Right - The battle nearly over, SJ-1 enters the north
end of Summit Hill yard in June of 1979.

Below - The early morning fog still lingers in the
southern Ohio hills as SJ-1 eases around the yard
at Summit Hill in April, 1979. The GP-40/40/38 lash-

=Up carries a tonnage rating of only 3750.
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